"The soil is unsuitable for potatoes/' said the scien-
tists.
"All the trouble is caused by the soil!"
"But there are dozens of different kinds of soils in the
South, and potatoes degenerate on them all/' retorted others.
""What has the soil to do with it? An invisible foe is not a
new thing for science. Its name is microbe. Degeneration
is a disease."
"No," said still others, shaking their heads. "In our
times, not a single microbe can escape the bacteriologist
researcher; and since we do not know the degeneration microbe,
it shows that no such microbe exists. Degeneration is a disease,
but it is caused by a virus."
Here   a  fourth  group   smiled doubtfully:
"Why a virus?" they asked. "Only because it is invisible
and you cannot find it? The trouble lies in the climate.
The native of the mountains cannot stand the climate of
the plains."
The last group came close to the truth, as close as people
can be who have learnt to observe facts and not to imagine
things about them; but they failed to understand the meaning
of the facts they themselves described, and they did not know
the whole truth.
"What is climate?" those scientists might have been
asked. "Does the Ukrainian summer resemble that of the Chil-
ean plateaus less than it] does the dull days, the white
nights and the cold of Hibini?"
They would not have been able to answer these ques-
tions.
*    *    *
In 1933, the "potato problem" arose in the Odessa In-
stitute of Selection and Genetics. The following ex-
periment was tried: a large field was planted with pota-
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